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Sir : 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR 
§1.56, Applicant hereby notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office of the documents which are listed on the attached Form 
PTO-1449 and/or listed herein and which the Examiner may deem 
relevant to patentability of the claims of the above-identified 
application . 


STATEMENT OF RELEVANCE 

The relevance of reference AD (DE 197 13 607) to the subject 
matter of the present invention is given in the specification of 
the present invention. 

References AE, AF and AG were cited in the International 
Search Report, and are being (or have been) already forwarded to 
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the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Thus, copies are not 
included herewith . 

All remaining references include an English language 
abstract, and thus no further commentary is necessary. 


The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed 
(1) no later than three months from the application's filing date 
or (2) before the mailing date of the first Office Action on the 
merits (whichever is later) , and therefore no certification under 
37 C.F.R. §1. 97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) is required. 

If necessary, the paper should be considered as a petition 
for consideration of the Information Disclosure Statement under 
37 C.F.R. §1.97 (d) (2) and that the petition fee set forth in 37 
C.F.R. §1.17(i) in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(d) (3) should 
be charged to Deposit Account No. 05-1323 (Docket #951/49356) . 


Respectfully submitted, 


November 27, 2 000 



Donald D. Evenson 
Registration No. 26,160 


EVENSON, McKEOWN, EDWARDS 

& LENAHAN, P.L.L.C. 
1200 G Street, N.W., Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20005 
Telephone No.: (202) 628-8800 
Facsimile No.: (202) 628-8844 
DDE : gmj 


-2- 


